
Social Studies Concept Maps

Learning Module: European Exploration
ELA Focus: Heroes

Grade Five
Trimester One

Social Studies Standards

History Standards:
8.1.5.A. Identify and explain the influences of economic features on
continuity and change over time.
8.1.5.B.  Classify and analyze fact and opinion from multiple points of
view, and secondary sources as related to historical events.
8.1.5.C. Locate primary and secondary sources for the research
topic and summarize in writing the findings.
8.3.5.B. Illustrate concepts and knowledge of historical documents,
artifacts, and places critical to United States history.
8.3.5.C. Differentiate how continuity and change in U.S. history are
formed and operate.
8.3.5.D. Examine patterns of conflict and cooperation among groups
and organizations that impacted the history and development of
the United States.
8.4.5.A. Compare and contrast common characteristics of the
social, political, cultural, and economic groups in world history

Geography Standards:
7.3.5.A. Identify the human characteristics of places and regions
7.4.4.A. Identify the effect of the physical systems on people within a
community.

Economics:
6.1.5.C. Explain how people’s choices have different economic
consequences.
6.1.5.D. Demonstrate how availability of resources affects choices
6.4.5.B. Explain the growth in international trade.

Understandings

● There are several reasons explorers risked their lives to
explore (Seven Reasons).

● Exploration affected different nations (cultures) of people in
both positive and negative ways.

● Our world has changed as a result of exploration.

_________________________________________________________________
Skills and Literacy Connection

● Classify and analyze facts and opinions from multiple
perspectives using both primary and secondary sources

● Summarize information from primary and secondary sources
● Compare and contrast various characteristics of people
● Identify causes and effects of various expeditions taken

_________________________________________________________________
Key Knowledge

● Seven Reasons for Exploration: Wealth, Fame, National
Pride, Better Trade Routes, Religion, Curiosity, Foreign Goods

● Columbian Exchange: Widespread transfer of plants,
animals, culture, human population, disease, technology
and ideas between the Old World and the New World.

● Explorers: What explorers impacted the world both positively
and/or negatively through their discoveries.  What were the
impacts?  Suggested Explorers: Marco Polo, Christopher



6.5.5.D. Explain how positive and negative incentives affect
individual choices.

Civics and Government:
None

Columbus, Ferdinand Magellan, John Cabot, Vikings,
Amerigo Vespucci)

● Vocabulary: import, export, expedition, economy, conflict,
region, charter, triangular trade
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Learning Module: Colonial Times



ELA Focus: Experiences
Grade Five

Trimester Two

Social Studies Standards
History Standards:
8.1.5.A. Identify and explain the influences of economic features on continuity
and change over time.
8.1.5.B.  Classify and analyze fact and opinion from multiple points of view,
and secondary sources as related to historical events.
8.1.5.C. Locate primary and secondary sources for the research topic and
summarize in writing the findings.
8.3.5.B. Illustrate concepts and knowledge of historical documents, artifacts,
and places critical to United States history.
8.3.5.C. Differentiate how continuity and change in U.S. history are formed
and operate.
8.3.5.D. Examine patterns of conflict and cooperation among groups and
organizations that impacted the history and development of United States.

Geography Standards:
7.1.5.B. Describe and locate places and regions as defined by physical and
human features.
7.2.5.A.  Describe the characteristics of places and regions.
7.2.5.B.  Identify the basic physical processes that affect the physical
characteristics of places and regions.
7.3.5.A. Identify the human characteristics of places and regions
7.4.5.B.  Identify the effect on people on the physical systems within a
community.

Economics:
6.1.5.C. Explain how people’s choices have different economic
consequences.
6.1.5.D. Demonstrate how availability of resources affects choices
6.4.5.A. Explain why people specialize in the production of goods and services
and divide labor.
6.5.5.A. Describe how the availability of goods and services is made possible
by the work of members of the society.

Understandings

● Geography of land directly influences a community of
peoples’ way of life and their economy.

● The United States government was developed based on
the needs and wants of the people.

● Choices made impacts success or failure of a settlement.
● Perspective is based on people’s individual experiences.

______________________________________________________________
Skills and Literacy Connection

● Analyze facts and opinion from multiple perspectives
and points of view.

● Locate and use comprehension strategies to read,
analyze and interpret primary and secondary sources.

● Identify bias in secondary sources.
● Recognize and make generalizations based off of

information given.
● Interpret text features to add to an understanding of an

idea.

Key Knowledge

● Early Settlements: How each settlement was governed
and what factors contributed to the growth or decline of
early settlements. (Jamestown, Roanoke, Plymouth
Colony)

● Colonial Regions: People who contributed to the growth
of the colonies, religion and cultures of the settlers,
geography, and economic conditions (New England,
Middle, and Southern Colonies)

● Colonial Way of Life: Experiences of men, woman and
children who lived during Colonial times



Civics and Government:
5.3.5.B.  Describe how the elected representative bodies function in making
local, state, and national laws.

● Vocabulary: cash crops, indentured servants, delegates,
apprentices, artisan, religion, culture

Social Studies Concept Maps

Learning Module: American Revolution
ELA Focus: Justice

Grade Five
Trimester Two/Three



Social Studies Standards

History Standards:
8.1.5.A. Identify and explain the influences of economic features on
continuity and change over time.
8.1.5.B.  Classify and analyze fact and opinion from multiple points of view,
and secondary sources as related to historical events.
8.3.5.B. Illustrate concepts and knowledge of historical documents, artifacts,
and places critical to United States history.
8.3.5.A.  Compare and contrast common characteristics of the social,
political, cultural and economic groups in US History.
8.3.5.C. Differentiate how continuity and change in U.S. history are formed
and operate.
8.3.5.D. Examine patterns of conflict and cooperation among groups and
organizations that impacted the history and development of the United
States.
8.4.5.A. Compare and contrast common characteristics of the social,
political, cultural, and economic groups in world history.

Geography Standards:
None

Economics:
6.1.5.C.Explain how people’s choices have different economic
consequences.
6.3.5.C.  Explore ways in which tax revenue is collected.

Civics and Government:
5.1.5.C.  Describe the principles and ideals shaping local, state, and
national government.
5.1.5.D. Interpret key ideas about government found in significant
documents (Declaration of Independence, Constitution, Bill of Rights)
5.2.5.A. Identify individual rights and needs and the rights and needs of
others in the classroom, school, community, state, and nation.
5.3.5.B. Describe how the elected representative bodies function in making
local, state, and national laws.

Understandings

● Different perspective may lead to opposing viewpoints on
people, events and what is just.

● Patterns of conflict and cooperation impacted the history
and development of the United States

_________________________________________________________________
Skills and Literacy Connection

● Analyze facts and opinion from multiple perspectives and
points of view.

● Locate and use comprehension strategies to read, analyze
and interpret primary and secondary sources.

● Identify bias in secondary sources.
● Recognize and make generalizations based off of

information given.
● Read and interpret text features to add to an

understanding of an idea.
● Compare and contrast characteristics or ideas of two

groups.
● Use knowledge of cause and effect and sequencing to

explain how events relate to one another.
________________________________________________________________

Key Knowledge

● Events leading up to the Revolution: French and Indian War,
The Stamp Act, The Townshend Acts, The Boston Massacre,
The Tea Act, The Intolerable Acts, First Continental Congress

● Battles of the Revolution: What important people and
battles impacted the outcome of the Revolutionary War
(Suggested Battles: Saratoga, Gettysburg, Valley Forge,
Lexington and Concord, Bunker Hill)

● Vocabulary: Loyalists, Patriots, boycott, traitor, Sons of
Liberty, repeal, minutemen
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Learning Module: JA Biztown
ELA Focus: Interdependence

Grade Five
Trimester Three

Social Studies Standards
History Standards: None

Geography Standards:
7.4.5.B. Identify the effect of people on the physical systems within a community.

Economics:
6.1.5.A. Explain how limited resources and unlimited wants cause scarcity.
6.1.5.B. Explain ways in which people meet their basic needs and wants. Demonstrate the use of human
and capital resources in the production of a specific good.
6.1.5.D.  Demonstrate how availability of resources affects choices.
6.2.5.A. Describe how goods and services are distributed.
6.2.5.B.  Identify how pricing influences sellers and consumers.
6.2.5.C. Explain how advertising causes people to change their behavior in predictable ways.
6.2.5.D. Identify factors that cause changes in price.
6.2.5.F. Compare and contrast types of private economic institutions
6.2.5.G. Describe various economic systems (Traditional, market, command)
6.3.5.A. Describe the cost and benefits of government economic programs.
6.3.5.B.  Describe factors that influence government’s economic decision making.
6.3.5.C. Explore ways in which tax revenue is collected.
6.4.5.C. Explain how and where multinational corporations operate.
6.4.5.D. Identify various economic and non-economic organizations that contribute to interaction
among individuals and nations.
6.5.5.A. Describe how the availability of goods and services is made possible by the work of members of
the society.
6.5.5.B. Differentiate the requirements for different careers and occupations.
6.5.5.D. Explain how positive and negative incentives affect individual choices.
6.5.5.E. Identify tangible and intangible assets.
6.5.5.F. Define entrepreneurship and its role in the local community.
6.5.5.G. Identify the costs and benefits of saving.
6.5.5.H. Identify the costs and benefits of borrowing.

Civics and Government:
5.1.5.A. Understand the rule of law in protecting property rights, individual rights and the common good.
5.1.5.B. Describe the basic purposes of government in the classroom, school, community, state and
nation.
5.2.5.B. Identify behaviors that promote cooperation among individuals.

Understandings

● Individuals and businesses make choices
that lead to their economic growth or
decline.

● Cooperation and collaboration lead to
productive outcomes.

● Businesses and people depend on one
another for success within a community.

_______________________________________________
Skills and Literacy Connection

● Communicate (speaking, listening, and
written) effectively for a particular
audience and purpose.

● Organize time and tasks according to
what is most relevant

● Collaborate with a group to accomplish a
task

● Use resources and creativity to
communicate a message

_______________________________________________
Key Knowledge

● Community and Economy: Circular Flow of
an Economy, Free Enterprise, Public Goods
and Services

● Financial Literacy: Financial Services,
Checking Accounts, Saving Accounts,
Debit Cards (Covered in Mathematics)



5.3.5.E.  Identify the requirements to vote in local, state, and national elections.
5.3.5.H.  Identify various sources of mass media.
5.2.5.C. Explain why individuals become involved in leadership and public service.
5.2.5.D. Identify specific ways individuals participate in school and community activities.
5.3.5.F. Examine different ways that conflicts can be resolved.

● Work Readiness: Interests and Skills,
Applying for a Job, Job Interviews,
Elections

● Business Management: Business Costs,
Advertising and Slogans

Social Studies Concept Maps

Standards Not Covered/Need to be Shifted to Another Grade:

History
✔ 8.2.5.A. Compare and contrast common characteristics of the social, political, cultural, and economic

groups from Pennsylvania.
✔ 8.2.5.B. Illustrate concepts and knowledge of historical documents, artifacts, and places critical to

Pennsylvania history.
✔ 8.2.5.C. Differentiate how continuity and change in PA history are formed and operate: belief systems

and religions, commerce and industry, technology, politics and government, physical and human
geography, social organizations.

✔ 8.2.5.D. Examine patterns of conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations that impacted
the history and development of PA for responding to individual and community needs.

Geography
✔ 7.1.5.A. Describe how common geographic tools are used to organize and interpret information about

people, places and environment.

Economics
✔ 6.2.5.E. Describe the impact of businesses opening and closing on PA economy.

Civics and Government
✔ 5.1.5.E. Identify the individual rights guaranteed by the PA Constitution and the U.S. Constitution.
✔ 5.3.5.C. Describe the role of local and state government officials.
✔ 5.3.5.D. Describe the primary duties of elected local, state, and national positions.
✔ 5.3.5.G. Describe how groups try to influence others.



✔ 5.4.5.B. Describe the difference between nation and country.


